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EKPEDITIONS 

Mont Blanc Group 

MoNTE GRUETTA, 3686 m. 12,097 m., B.I.K. By the N. face. 
July 23, 1937. Signori G. Boccalatte, E. Castiglioni and T. Gilberti. 
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M oNTE GRUETJ A. Sho,ving route of first ascent by N. Face. 

For the mountain in general, see A.J. 25. 506-8; of this face in 
particular Dr. Claude Wilson remarks: ' ... The view of the stu
pendous precipices of Gruetta . . . is one of the most impressive 
sights . . . the vast area of smooth rock face, free from any fleck of 
snow . . . is perhaps unmatched in the Alps. Whether Gruetta will 
ever be climbed direct from this [Triolet] Glacier I cannot say; but 
the climb, if possible, will be long and difficult.' Zoe. cit. 
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From the Triolet hut, 2584 m., bear S. across the Triolet Glacier, 
crossing it above the seracs, to the base of the steep ice slope bounding 
the base of Gruetta's rocky N. wall, some 3000 ft. high. This wall or 
face is made ~p of great slabs interspersed with smooth and rounded 
ribs. The line of attack is very slightly to the right, W., of the summit's 
plumb-line. The route v£a these rock-ribs is fairly safe from stone
fall, which, however, is very threatening in the immediate vicinity. 

Cut up the ice slope and make for the nearest of two rounded rock
ribs to the right of an ice gully furrowing the centre of the face. Climb 
these rocks direct with difficulty, and then take a narrow and very hard 
chimney, terminating in the great slab connecting the 'rounded rock
ribs.' Scramble up a crevice in the slope of the second rib to a platform. 
Thence continue upwards by difficult cracks and slabs, the difficulties 
becoming more accentuated as a small ice patch is passed by ano~her 
crevice to the right. Now traverse to the right, W., for some 250 ft., 
the terrain being throughout very exposed and extremely difficult in 
one place. This traverse permits you to set foot on the crest of the 
second rib. Now scramble diagonally up the slabs of the rib for 50 ft., 
when you can resume direct progre~s upwards to your right plunges 
a precipitous ice gutter over partly iced cracks and crannies. After 
a short, easier section you come to a smooth step, which is overcome by 
a diagonal crack some 200 ft. long, leading to a ledge on your right. 
A few awkward slabs and easier terrain then lead to a platform. Again 
climb a vertical slab, followed by a short and extremely steep patch of 
ice abutting against smooth, vertical rocks. By a slightly descending 
traverse, some 100 ft. long and of extreme difficulty, you come to a 
cut-off. Now climb crumbling rocks between the face proper and the 
ice patch, and by a spare rope swing yourself over to a long fissure 
seaming the face diagonally to the right. Scramble up the fissure, 
which leads to easier terrain ; interesting rocks with good holds bring 
you to thew. arete close to the top. 

Times: 
Triolet hut . . 
Bergschrund . 
' 250 ft. traverse ' . 
W. an~te 
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The party descended to the Frebouzie shelter hut. 

02.40 

04.15 
09.00 
18.oo 

Many artificial aids were used and some left behind. This fine 
climb is very difficult on the whole. From Alpinisme. 

Pennines. 
• 

WEISSHORN, 4512 m. 14,804 ft. By the S.S.E. face. July 27, 1937 . 
Mr. C. W. F. Noyce \vith Hans Brantschen. 

After waiting at the Weisshorn hut a second day on account of bad 
weather, the party left the hut at 01.45. The ordinary route to the 
Schalliberg Glacier was followed, then a divergence made to the left, 
W., across it, towards the rock wall which divides it from the upper 
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neve, penetrating the centre of the face. The wall had been climbed 
by Messrs. Young and Ryan with Gabriel Lochmatter and Joseph 
Knubel in 1905,! but the couloir of the Young-Ryan route seems to 
have disappeared, and a detour leads over steep slabs to the right, N., 
vvinding back so as to reach the upper glacier at its highest point. 
From here the face recedes in rib and furrow formation, gradually 
steepening ; up the centre runs a broader couloir, opening into a 
small basin which gives out directly below the summit. The party 
took a line of ribs immediately to the right of this couloir, and continued 
up the central basin, landing on the E. arete, two minutes from the 
summit. The summit was reached at o8.oo. It was too early at that· 
time for stonefalls. The descent was made by the E. ridge, and the 
hut regained at I I .oo. 

DENT n'HERENS, 4180 m. 13,715 ft. By the E. arete. July 29, 
1937. Same party. 

The party left the Schonbiihl hut at 01.30, and crossing the Tiefen
matten Glacier made up the steep crevassed snow slopes leading to the 
Col Tournanche, which was reached at 04.30. From here the ridge to 
the summit of the Dent d'Herens slants easily at first, with slight de
scents, until it abuts against a steep rock tower, the Pointe Maquignaz, 
3801 m., which is climbed more or less direct. After this come two 
more towers, Pointe Carrel, 3839 m., and Pointe Blanche, 3920 m. ; 
the first is hard, and is climbed by a couloir slightly on its right, N., 
side. Then follows easy snow and rock-scrambling to the final tooth, 

· appearing formidable from here, but very easily accessible if takeri by 
its left, S., slope. The summit is then attained in a few minutes 
(09.55). The descent was made towards the Tiefenmattenjoch, by the 
now normal route from the Schonbiihl, avoiding the pass by taking the 
steep snow slopes to the N. of the gap. The Schonbiihl hut was 
reached at 13.10, Zermatt at 15.10. 

DoM, 4554 m. - - 14,942 ft. By the N.E. arete. August 5, 1937. 
Mr. C. W. F. Noyce with Adrian Lagger. 

The party left the Festi hut at 01.30 and reached the Lenzjoch, 
between the Dom and Lenzpitze, at 05.10. Thence a rock ridge, 
broken and broad at first, but steepening and contracting higher up, 
leads straight towards the Dom summit ; rocks plunge steeply into the 
Saas valley to the E., while to the W. lie the snow slopes of the ordinary 
route abutting against the ridge, and giving it an artificial appearance. 
Indeed, one could follow the line of the ridge quite closely on the easy 
snow. The party followed the crest of the ridge as nearly as possible. 
It was broken and poor going at first, but fairly level. After about 
400 ft. the rocks steepened, the flakes lying back into the mountain. 
This stretch gave excellent rock-climbing, steep and firm, but l(:lsted 
unfortunately only for some 350ft. Thence the rocks lay back brokenly 
and snow intruded, but the ridge continued delightful all the way. 

1 A.J. 22. 616; 23. 264 sqq., with illustration opp. 266. 
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The summit was reached at o8.oo, and the descent to the Festi hut made 
in It hrs. by the ordinary route. The ridge was climbed first by a 
Swiss party in 1928.2 

Bernese Oberland 

BLUMLISALPHORN, 3671 m. 12,044 ft. By the W. face. June 4, 
1937. Herren P. Siegenthaler and J. Berger with Hans Stoller. 

The route leads from the new Friinden hut via the Friinden Glacier, 
across the N.W. ridge of the Friindenhorn, the Oeschinen Glacier, W. 
slopes of Oeschinenhorn, to the saddle in the centre of the latter's N. W. 
arete. The route then continues over the hanging glacier on the W. 
slopes of the Bliimlisalphorn till immediately below that summit. 
Then clamber up the seracs in zigzags to the notch in its N.W. arete, 
whence you can attain the top. (No times.) Return by the same route 
to Friinden hut. 

The climb is difficult but full of variety and interest . 
• J. B. 

North Africa 
MT. TozAT (ca. 1700 m.). 

Herr Hermann Bossard, S.A. C., Ross berg, writes : 
On our way back from Djanet, Marcel Chappot and I decided to 

attempt the ascent of the Tozat or Tazat, a shapely mountain, which 
reminded us of the Dent du Midi. While on our way to Djanet we 
had taken a fancy to the Tozat. For three days it had served us as a 
landmark, allowing us to estimate the distances. Coming from the 
N., we had to circumvent it to the E., as it is almost completely detached 
from the Tassili des Adjjers, of which range ( approx. soo km. long) it 
forms the corner bastion, dominating the vast desert in spite of its 
comparatively small height of only about 1700 m. From Fort Garde! 
we took our cars over bumpy, stony old river-beds to within about 5 km. 
of the S. foot of the mountain. A reconnaissance undertaken the same 
day revealed easy access to the huge gorge descending from the E. 
summit. To avoid the great midday heat we decided to start very 
early. We left camp by moonlight, soon after 2 A.M., on February 28, 
1937, taking with us a rucksack, some spare rope, some provisions and 
4 litres of tea. After one hour over boulders and steep-sided water
courses we reached the foot of the gorge, which was in deep shadow, 
and with our electric torches between our teeth we scrambled up the 
smooth rocky steps. There was much vegetation everywhere and a 
strong scent of game, but the sound of our boot-nails frightened away 
the animals. After three hours' quick going we found ourselves at the 
foot of the steep slope under the gap between the two summits, at an 
altitude of about Iooo m. Without halting we tackled the next 6oo m., 
reaching the gap at 6.30, just after sunrise. The view over the inter
minable desert was overwhelming, and it was interesting to observe 
how at sunrise the shadows from the small pinnacles seem to race over 

2 Alpes Valaisannes, iii., 1937, p. 404. 
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the sandy plains. Here we made our first halt and built a cairn. As 
we did not know which summit is the highest, we decided first to 
attempt the ' Cime de l'Est.' We reached it shortly after 7 A.M. after 
a pleasant and easy scramble, turning the first gendarme before the 
peak on the W. It is in fact the highest point, and there being no sign 
of any earlier ascent, we built .another cairn, adorning it with a small 
Swiss flag. We returned quickly to the gap, as we wished naturally to . 
attempt the striking W. summit. Here we put on our Kletterschuhe, 
which incidentally were very useful during the whole of our tour, 
especially in the sand. It hrs. of fine climbing on firm rock took us to 
the summit, where we built a small cairn, leaving a record of our 
ascent. At I I A.M. we were back in the gap, and immediately descended 
by the same route, but in order to avoid the lower part of the gorge we 
followed ledges on the right wall. The midday heat was so intense that 
we were quite exhausted when we staggered into our camp at 2 P.M. 

In the evening we reached the well of Serouneout. 
Except for a great number of gazelles at the foot of the mountain we 

did not see any animals, but there were many signs, such as footprints, 
etc., bearing witness to the presence of mouffi.ons, guepards (spotted 
hyenas), vultures, etc. The whole excursion had been exceedingly 
enjoyable, the weather magnificent, as almost always in this district, 
and the distant views most impressive, especially in the morning. On 
the whole climb there is, of course, no water available. This must be 
brought from Fort Garde! or from the well of Serouneout. The great 
dryness of the air necessitates a considerable quantity of liquid. 

Sikkim 

SINIOLCHU, 6891 m. 22,608 ft. second ascent. 
An expedition from Munich, consisting of Herren Grob, Paidar 

and Schmaderer, visited Sikkim in September 1937. Post-monsoon 
weather conditions were unfavourable, there being much fresh snow 
above sooo m. On September 9 the party camped at 5900 m. in the 
upper basin of the Nepal Gap Glacier; an attempt on the Twins by 
the E. ridge failed owing to bad weather, and on September 15 an 
attempt to reach Tent Peak over Nepal Peak was turned back at 7000 m. 
by danger of avalanche. 

On September 20 the party set out for Siniolchu, with five porters. 
Misty conditions necessitated their camping at midday below the first 
icefall of the Siniolchu Glacier. The next day was spent working up 
through this icefall to a camp at 5500 m. On September 22 they crossed 
the glacier plateau below the N. precipices of Siniolchu, ascended the 
second icefall, and camped at 2 P.M. at a height of 5700 m. in the shelter 
of a vertical granite wall. Setting out before dawn on the 23rd, with 
one porter only, they ascended steep crevassed slopes, and after 6 hrs.' 
climbing reached a point 70 m. below the gap between Little Siniolchu 
and the peak proper, from which they could traverse across theN. face 
towards the W. ridge of Siniolchu. The next Ioo m. took 3 hrs., 
owing to_ deep powder-snow. The night was spent just below the W. 

• 
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ridge, at 6250 m. Next morning they left the porter in the tent. The 
W. ridge was struck about 8o m. above the gap ; thence over a very 
steep snow hump to a small gap below the first summit, which rose as 
a narrow arete; two heavily corniced sections were turned on the N., 
and after a short stretch of ridge the party reached the first summit. 
The following descent of 70 m. was very dangerous owing to waist-deep 
powder-snow. After 12 hrs.' climbing they bivouacked at the foot of 
the final slope. On September 2 5 they reached the summit after 5 hrs.' 
climbing (09.30). The tent at 6250 m. was not reached before night
fall. Bad weather next day precluded any attempt on Little Siniolchu, 
and the party descended on September ·27, reaching Base Camp on the 
Zemu Glacier on the day following. For route see illustration no. 3, 
A.J. 49· 48. From Herr Schmaderer's notes. 

New Zealand 

THE earlier part of the season was spoilt by bad weather, lack of 
frost at night and premature opening up of the glaciers. One Grand 
Traverse of Mt. Cook and one ascent by the Linda route were, how
ever, accomplished. In January the weather improved, and some 
great achievements resulted. On the I 9th Miss M. Edgar Jones, guided 
by Jack Cox and S. Brookes, made the second ascent of Mt. Dampier 3 

(I I ,287 ft.), a prize which has been eagerly coveted by many parties 
for a number of years. The ascent was made from the Haast hut 
( 2 A.M.) via the Linda Glacier and a subsidiary rock ridge leading 
directly to the summit (Io.3o A.M.). The party then descended the 
difficult W. ridge (A.J. 48. 285) and traversed David's Dome, being 
overtaken by darkness far above Harper's Saddle. They reached the 
Gardiner hut next day, 32 hours after their start. On January 27 the 
same party traversed Mt. Sefton, making the sixth ascent of the redoubt
able N. ridge from the Huddlestone Glacier and descending by the 
easier ·western flank. 

The greatest feat of the season, and perhaps the most exacting ~limb 
ever brought to a conclusion in the Southern Alps, was the first ascent 
of the E. ridge of Mt. Cook by L. V. Bryant and C. L. Mahan. Since 
Mt. Cook was first climbed in I894 there have been some sixty ascents 
by one or other of the four known routes, but till I933 this eastern ridge, 
which leads from the Anzacs up to the Central Peak, had been admired 
from a distance only. In that year Bryant and Mahan explored it as 
hig·h as a little peak rising out of it at about I o,ooo ft., before being 
forced to retreat by bad weather. On January IS, starting from a 
bivouac at the foot of the ridge at 5. 3 o A.M., they reached the top of 
the ridge at 3 P.M. and the summit of Mt. Cook at 5.20 P.M. The 
Linda Glacier was in very bad condition for the descent, and they were 
forced to dig themselves in in a place of safety at 9.20 P.M., returning 
to the Haast hut at 8.20 next morning. The crux of the climb is the 
8oo-ft. section of steep blue ice leading to the main ridge, which 
demands icemanship of the highest order. 

3 A.J. 27. 98 ; 29. 20 (illustr~tion). 
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The second ascent of the formidable Mt. Evans was made by Messrs. 
Dowling, Davis and Freeman. During the descent a disastrous slip 
precipitated the party over a rock bluff into the Mackenzie icefall. 
Mr. Dowling was killed on the spot, but the other two, though badly 
bruised, succeeded with difficulty in returning to the W. Coast. 

Mr. Vic Williams, Chief Guide at the Hermitage for many years, 
has resigned his position. The many friends he has made there will 
greatly regret his departure. 
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FRUNDENHORN > s. FACE, 

showing 1936 route, A.J. 48. 359· 

H. E. L. P. 
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